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What are the Eucharistic World
Congresses?

The International Eucharistic Congresses are
religious manifestations through which the Catho-=
lic world expresses its Faith, its Gratitude and
its Love for the ineffable grace which Christ
granted His Church by the institution of the Most
Blessed Sacrament of the Altar. He who has
truly comprehended the words of Our Saviour,
by which he first promised and then implemented
the Sacrament of the Eucharist, and who has felt
the immutable love of the Christians through the
ages for the Blessed Sacrament of the Altar,
cannot but have the clear certitude that Christ
has desired to perpetuate His presence on earth
by granting His priests the power to change bread
and wine into His Holy Body and His Most
Precious Blood, as He Himself did at the Last
Supper. «This is my Body. This is the Chalice
of my Blood» And again: «Amen, amen, [ say
unto ye, whosoever shall eat of this bread, shall
live for ever, and I shall resuscitate him at the
last day». «<For my Body is verily a food, and my
Blood 'is verily a drink.»

And that is why the Church sings, for cen=
turies now: «Tantum ergo Sacramentum venere=
mur cernui». That is why the Church does
everything possible, ever since its foundation,
to express its endless gratitude and homage for
this sublime miracle of the love of Christ for
humanity. In honour of this Holy Mystery the
Church raises giant cathedrals in the cities, and
humble chapels in the villages. The acts of the
Eucharist: Holy Mass and Communion, hours
of quiet meditation and impressive religious
services are all for the purpose of keeping awake
the love and the faith of the Catholic world in
Christ of the Eucharist.

Religion, however, has also other ways of
showing its Eucharistic enthusiasm and that is
by its peals of bells, and songs of jubilation,
hymns and clouds of incense, flowers and wreaths,
banners and processions, which carry through
the ages and the world the expression of the true
Eucharistic Faith.

These expressions of Christian piety and
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religious fervour for the Most Blessed Eucharist
can only surprise someone to whom the Eucharist
faith is quite unknown. For any true Christian
they appear quite natural, for he believes that in
the Wafer is that very same God who holds in
his Almighty hand the entire Universe, and for
whom a thousand years are as but a single day:
God incarnate, who was born for us at Bethelem
in the form of man, and who died for us on the
Cross at Golgotha; Our Saviour, who will judge
us on the Last Day and divide us into the sheep
and the goats; the Good Shepherd who is pained
to see His flock scatter and take the road of
eternal destruction, and who has therefore broken
for us the Bread of Life, and has willed to remain
mystically among us; who, for our redemption
renews every day His eternal sacrifice and offers
us His Body in food, so as to save us and ensure
our eternal salvation, so that we, touched by His
infinite goodness, should become and remain
the children of God.

Since some sixty years the Catholic world has
accepted the habit of giving expression to its
great gratitude for the sublime gift of the Fucha=
rist by holding periodical International Eucharis=
tic Congresses. A pious Frenchwoman, Marie
Tamisier, was the originator of these congresses,
which, at first, were only held in France, but
with the passage of -time and their ever greater
development, have been held in. many lands and
even various continents, and now serve as a
glorious expression of Catholic faith and soli=
darity. A Standing Committee always exercises
a certain control over these Congresses, so as
to insure their ever greater glory and reverence.
The Eucharistic World Congresses are now held
every two years, and always in a different land,
or even part of the world. Since the Chicago
Congress of 1026 these manifestations of piety
are continually taking on more and more im=
posing forms. After Chicago came Sidney,
Carthage, Dublin, Buenos Aires and Manilla,
each town representing a further stage in the
triumphal march of the Blessed Eucharist through
the Catholic world. Nowadays these Congresses
must be numbered among the most important
manifestations of the Catholic faith.
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According to the decision of the Standing
Committee for International Eucharistic Con=
gresses approved of by the Holy Father, it was
decided in November 1937 to hold the XXXIV
International Eucharistic Congress in Budapest,
Hungary in May 1038.

Budapest, capital of Hungary, is picturesquely
situated on both banks of the Danube, and is a
sight of wondrous beauty with its imposing
Royal Palace rising high above the Danube, its
green hills and spruce verdant isles, and for its
site alone would seem to be predestined for the
holding of such vast international manifestations
as the Eucharistic Congress, for Budapest is the
only city in the world traversed by a mighty
river, and whose houses, on one side rise in
spacious terraces up the slopes of the hills, and
on the other stretch away to the horizon along
the Great Plain of Central Hungary. But it was
not only due to its picturesque surroundings that
Budapest was awarded the honour of being the
site of the XXXIV International Eucharistic
Congress, but more particularly to the fact that
Hungary was to commemorate, in 1938, the
ninath centenary of the death of St. Stephen,
her first king. The Congress would give Christian
Hungary the occasion to express her gratitude to
the Almighty for having accepted her into the
bosom of the Christian faith more than nine
hundred years ago.

As was to be foreseen, however, the Budapest
Congress acquired, owing to the force of circums=
stances, quite an exceptional importance. To a
great extent this was due to the Budapest Congress
being the first one to be held on the continent of
Europe for 14 years, since the congress of 1924
held at Amsterdam.

This circumstance alone was likely to conduce
to an exceptionally large attendance, as it would
be the first time for fourteen years that the Catho=
lics of Europe would be able to attend an Inter=
national Eucharistic: Congress without too much
sacrifice of time or money.

The fact that the Congress was to be held in
a small country of long=sufferring Central Europe,
was also not without its significance. Though
naturally any and all questions of politics are
banned from the Congresses, yet the very fact
of the choice having fallen on Central Europe,
was to serve to remind the peoples of the world
of the conciliatory power of the Most Blessed
Sacrament. At that time nobody even dreamt
that in eighteen months the political situation
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would change so much for the worse that the
ghastly shadow of a new war would be lowering
over Europe. That armed troops would be stand=
ing on the borders of Hungary herself, and that
the devotions of the pious pilgrims would be
interrupted by rumours and reports of a gathering
conflict. But the contrast between the world
torn with hate and fear on one part, and the Holy
Eucharist, Spirit of Love on the other, was made
but more manifest to the whole world. There:
war, here: peace, there: hate, here: love, there:
the excitement of warfare, here: the word of
St. Augustus: «Eucharistia vinculum caritatis»

The Eucharist=Bond of Love.

The inner meaning of the
Congress.

But the greatest historical importance of the
Budapest Congress lay in the times during which
it was held. A time when good and evil, faith
and atheism, love and hate, holy enthusiasm and
brutal negation, were face to face in a fight to
the death, and had torn many countries asunder
in internecine strife. The Congress was going
to be held at a moment when the powers of Satan
were celebrating their victory afar. Russia, Spain,
Mexico were living examples of the destructive
forces of atheism. Everywhere desecrated altars,
pillaged churches, shrines that sacrilegious hands
had blown up! Thousands of priests, nuns and
monks martyrized, millions of the faithful mur=
dered and tortured to death! And, elsewhere,
religious persecutions of another character: the
inner conscience of man violated, his religious
sentiments held up to mockery, the youth of the
land misled by false propaganda, the very soul
of the people poisoned by most brutal means.
Verily we are faced with a concerted and world=
wide attack of the forces of evil which would like
to destroy for ever all faith, all Christian charity,
all religious culture.

And against these attacks an International
Eucharistic Congress in the very heart of Europe
had to oppose its veto and its protest. Though
in conformity with the very spirit and essence
of the FEucharist, the Congress is vowed to
devotion and religious enthusiasm yet, in face
of the irreligion and loud=voiced profanity of the
world, it had necessarily to become a world
manifestation: of universal expiation for the
outrages committed against the King of the
Eucharist, and also a universal protest against the
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impious designs of His enemies. Though it was
never openly affirmed, the union in Eucharistic
devotion of several hundred thousand people,
come from all the four corners of the world,
was an open defiance thrown to all those who deny
Christ, a powerful protest of all those who will
never allow that in the twentieth century an
unheard of religious persecution be allowed to
vent its fury on the faithful of the world. It was
to be expected that the millions of Catholics
who were to participate spiritually in the devotions
of the Congress would rise as one man againt
the profanation of all that is holy on earth, and
against the folly of destruction possessing the
sons of evil. The greater the fury with which these
sons of Belial attack our faith, the greater the
fierceness with which they endeavour to storm
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our altars, the greater grows the resistance of the
faithful, the greater the fervour, the greater the
fidelity with which they rise to defend their
profaned or threatened shrines. The more chur=
ches and altars are desecrated, the more taber=
nacles are profaned, the more priests are murdered
or imprisoned, the stronger rises the holy
flame of our enthusiasm to heaven, once we have
tasted on the steps of the altar the ineffable
sweetness of the Blessed Sacrament.

It was thus to be foreseen that the XXXIV
International Eucharistic Congress of Budapest
would not only be a religious manifestation
lasting a few days, but would necessarily take on
the character of a world religious manifestation
of the widest scope in which all the Catholic
nations, classes and individuals would participate.
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THE PREPARATIONS FOR THE CONGRESS

It is no light to task to prepare and arrange
a Congress of the scope and dimensions of the
International Eucharistic Congresses. The or=
ganizers were aware, from the very beginning,
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Strengthening of the apolo=
getic base of the Eucharistic
faith. World Atonement.

To make the ideals of the Congress penetrate
deep into the souls of the people, it was decided
to consecrate a whole year to the spiritual pre=
parations for the Congress. So that the Congress
should give lasting spiritual results, and raise
a solid barrier to the encroachments of atheism
and impiety, the organizers of the Congress had
first of all to solve the question: how could the
Congress best be made to serve this end? How
could not only the fervent Catholics, and those
long converted be drawn within the saving radius
of the Tabernacle, but also those for whom
religion had become purely a formality, as well
as those who were foreign to it, or indifferent?
An International Eucharistic Congress, even if
only considered as a brilliant and passing mani=
festation of religious pomp, as a parade or review
of our religious organizations and institutions,
cannot but make a deep and lasting impression
on all the participants therein. It lies, however,
in the very nature of such Congresses, as Giovanni
Papini very rightly expressed it, to create certain
illusions: blinded by the splendour of the cere=
monies and overwhelmed by the vast number
of participants, one is apt to lose the right per=
spective of what has already been attained, and
of what is yet to be done. The Congress had thus
rather to be envisaged as an occasion to re=affirm
in the masses the faith in Christ and in the Church,
in the World Beyond and in the Eucharist; to
strengthen them against the spirit of contra=
diction and the sneers of the unbelievers; and
to force the indifferent and half=hearted to listen
and to meditate, by showing them the Treasures
of the Eucharist in all their glory. And this not
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of the magnitude of the task that awaited them,
and so it was decided to split up the preparations
into two main parts: a) the spiritual and b) the
technical preparations.
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only for a week, but for years to come, and not
only in the land of the Congress, but in the whole
of the civilized world. Only thus can an Inter=
national Eucharistic Congress become an event
worthy to figure in the history of the Church as
a really international occasion. Only thus can it
really become, by its spirit, a world movement
in time and space.

Imbued with this truth the Committee of
Spiritual Preparation decided to concentrate all
its efforts on the revival of the Eucharistic faith
among the broad masses of the population in the
whole world.

It is a lamentable sign of our times that many
so=called Christians try to reconcile in a queer
way faith and irreligion; they believe, yet at the
same time they are unbelievers: they profess
to be Christians, they may even go to Church,
they partake sometimes of the Holy Sacrament;
yet without really believing in the various dogmas
of Christianity, particulary those which rise to
the greatest heights of the sublime. The living
faith in Christ present in the guise of bread,
the perpetual renewal of the Sacrifice of the
Cross during Holy Mass, the real and super=
natural union with Him in Holy Communion, have
long ceased to be believed in by many Christians,
even though they deny being false Christians.

It was there that the work had to begin, and
it was through a long series of tracts, opuscules,
sermons in church and school, public lectures
and broadcasts that this work was most thoroughly
done. This apologetic substructure was not only
intended to reaffirm the dogmatic basis of the
Most Blessed Eucharist, but also to present it
as the great solution for all the troubles now af=
flicting the world, the only power capable of
lessening all spiritual, moral, social and even
international tension.
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The splendours of the Eucharistic faith had
to be presented to humanity in a way appropriate
to modern thought, and it had to be reminded
of the greatest miracle of love, which, in a world
torn by wars and internal strife, represents the
highest expression of human brotherhood.

The very motto of the Congress: «Eucharistia
vinculum caritatis» was to be offered to suffering
humanity as a programme and a promise. As
something that abolishes all differences and,
ignoring the barriers raised by race, language,
frontiers, political and economic interests, makes
of all men brothers in giving them all the same
father, GOD himself.

Once this apologetic base firmly laid one can
confidently expect that the ideas of atonement
and protest will light an all=devouring flame.

This spiritual preparation was not to be
limited to Hungary, it had to spread, as far as
possible, to all lands inhabited by Catholics.
The Congress was not only to be an international
one in the sense that representatives from all
the parts of the world were to meet at it; it had
also to be international in the sense that it would
lead to a regeneration of the world through the
Eucharist, as well as to a universal movement of
world atonement and protest.

With this in view the Preparatory Committee
firstof all addressed an appeal to all the ecclesiastical
authorities of the world to embrace the above
idea for the Budapest Congress.

Great was our joy when we heard that the
idea of world atonement and world protest was
rapidly gaining ground, and when from all the
quarters of the globe enthusiastic episcopal
approbations of the idea began arriving. In several
countries the whole of the episcopate decided
not ony to participate in the Congress itself, but
also in its spiritual preparations according to the
Budapest programme. As a result the different
points of our programme were translated into
nearly all the existing languages and disseminated
throughout the world in the form of tracts and
pamphlets, while countless popular lectures and
meetings served to spread our ideas among the
masses of the people. The archives of the Congress
contain a large collection of the results of this
spiritual propaganda in Hungary as well as abroad.

Up to the very last moment the Preparatory
Committee considered the continuation of this
spiritual preparation as the most important of its
tasks.

And never was this spiritual work subordina=

ted for even a moment to the exigencies of the
technical preparations and the organization of the
Congress. Even during the last few weeks and
months before the Congress numerous broadcasts
were made in various languages. Once the Presi=
dent of the Committee of Spiritual Preparation
made in one day six consecutive broadcasts in
various languages to explain the spiritual meaning
and basis of the Congress.

Organization by professions.

In so far as Hungary herself was concerned,
it was a happy and fruitful idea not to be satisfied
with only the professing Catholics, the members
of the various religious associations and parishes
attending the Congress and participating in its
apotheosis, the General Communion, but to
attract thereto all those Catholics of the Capital
and its environs who, though still believing, may
have neglected their religious duties for many
years. To achieve this the following method was
adopted, which proved efficacious and very
successful: all the various professions and pro=
fessional groups were organized separately, the
clerks of the various state and municipal offices,
the employees of the Post Office, of the railways,
of the banks, the teachers, the physicians, the
lawyers, the engineers, the officers etc., and not
less important, all the workmen of the various
factories of the city. It was felt that the religious
zeal of the organizers of these various groups
would push them to energetic emulation, so that
no group would remain behind the others.

The idea caught on, and work began. Every
group, every office, every ministry, every bank,
every factory was thus won to the cause of the
Congress, and in the time preceding it in each
of them a course of lectures during three evenings
prepared them for active participation in the
work of the Congress. This work laid a terrific
burden on the shoulders of the clergy, on those
150 speakers who had accepted the task of
carrying through these Triduums, for some of
them had to organize as many as 8 or 10 of them,
with, in some cases as many as 2, 3 or even 4
thousand participants. It was a particulary
difficult task, as these series of conferences were
brought to an end by a joint confession and Holy
Communion. But the brilliant result well justified
the efforts spent on the work, for thanks to it the
presence of the masses of the Budapest manhood
was assured at the ceremonies of the Congress.
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T he Congress Badges and Anthem.

The same purpose of making the whole of the
Catholic society of Hungary conscious of the
Congress was further achieved by the wearing
of the Congress badge.

This badge, the work of a young Hungarian
artist, was the symbolical representation of the
Congress: it depicted the Chalice and the Host
above the silhouette of the Budapest Chain
Bridge. The badge could be had in many different
qualities as well as in simple bronze or in enamel.
For the foreigners there was a special badge in
silver. Immediately on its appearance the badge
was worn by tens of thousands of Hungarians,
and by the beginning of the Congress, nearly
a million had been sold.

The sale of the badges was to cover the cost
of the erection of the Congress Altar, which

TECHNICAL PREPARATIONS

Only after having assured the preliminary
work for the spiritual success of the Congress
were the technical preparations taken in hand.
There was no time to lose for, owing to the pre=
ceding Congress, that of Manilla, having been
held very late, there were hardly eighteen months
at the disposal of the Preparatory Committee.
The Committee was also fully aware of the diffi=
cultives it would have to face in organizing so vast
a Congress in a country small and poor, where
often the technical equipment was lacking or
defective, and at a time when the thunderous
clouds of unrest were gathering on the political
horizon. After the magnificent manifestations of
Chicago, Dublin and Buenos Ayres it was hardly
possible to aim at achieving anything more bril=
liant, and all efforts were directed to at least
equalling them. Another great difficulty was
presented by the question of the language,
for Hungarian, the language of the country,
is not spoken beyond the frontiers of Greater
Hungary.

But there were three things that kept up our
hopes from the very beginning. Three things on
which we could count and of which we were
proud, for we knew that they were rarely met with
in other countries to the same degree as in Hun=
gary. These three things were: the great piety of
the Hungarian people, the extensive development
of the Hungarian Catholic Action, and the close
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amounted to a round hundred thousand pengé,
while the benches and stands cost more than the
double of that, and the loudspeakers nearly the
double again. But this time there could be no
haggling over the expense. The spirit of sacrifice
of the Catholics in this great cause was often
surprising, many times men, quite simply clad,
would come into the Congress offices and offer
quite large sums, perhaps their savings of a
lifetime, for the work of organizing the Congress.
The Hungarian State and the Municipality of
Budapest also contributed large sums to ensure
the success of the Congress.

Another method of propagating the Congress
was the Congress Anthem, which was originally
written in Hungarian and Latin and later trans=
lated into six languages and sent all over the world.
With its lilting melody it was exceedingly popular
wherever it was sung.

AND ORGANIZATION WORK

and cordial relations existing between the
Church, the State and all public institutions.

Thus in the Catholic Action the Congress
found a framework into which its organization
could be perfectly fitted, and which assured its
preparatory work being carried on without any
hitch. It was only necessary to extend the central
organization of the Catholic Action and to enlarge
its staff so as to have at hand an instrument ca=
pable of carrying on the work of organization
which was to extend over the whole world. Also
one could count on the sincere and devoted col=
laboration not only of all the Government and
Municipal Authorities, but also on the free and
wholehearted help of all the public and social
institutions and organizations of the land. As
events were to prove our hopes were fully justi=
fied.

The inner organization for the Congress pre=
parations were then set up. Under the presidence
of His Eminence Cardinal Justinian Seredi and
the Hungarian Episcopate, and the Patronage of
H. S. H. Mme N. de Horthy, wife of the Regent
of Hungary, a Presidential Committee was for=
med, of which the members were: Prelate Sigis=
mund Mihalovics, General Director of the Hun=
garian Catholic Action, H. E. Charles Huszar,
former Prime Minister of Hungary, and the Rev.
Father Adalbert Bangha S. ]. This Comittee was
the General Staff of the Congress and took upon













































































































































